STANDARD TWO-HANDED PINOCHLE

2             Ace is highest in rank of cards, followed by ten, king,

Rank of   queen, jack and nine in that order.

Rank of       Note: If two cards of the same denomination and suit are played
Suifc ' to a trick, the one played first is considered to have higher rank.

3             The players cut cards for the deal, and the highest card

The Deal    (according to the rankings above) deals. Tie cards cut again.

Either player may shuffle the deck, the dealer shuffling

last. Opponent cuts the deck, leaving at least 5 cards in each

portion of the divided deck.

Twelve cards are dealt to each player, 4 at a time face
down, and the next card (twenty-fifth) is turned face up,
The suit of this card is the trump suit for the deal. The
remainder of the deck is placed face down on top of the
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trump card, but in such a manner that the denomination
and suit of the trump card show clearly. The remainder
of the deck, stock or "talon," is to be used in play.
Some prefer that the stock be divided equally with the
top half belonging to nondealer and the bottom half to
dealer.
To score points for holding certain combinations of cards
known as "melds" (see Sec. 8 below). And to score points
for certain counting cards won in play.
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